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My thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. S.R.S. News No. 90 will be published in Spring 2018. Pleaselsgimhsontr
by the end of February at the latest to Peter Harvey, 32 Lodge Lane, GRAYS, Essex, RM1a6afPsms@britishspiders.org.uk o
grayspeterharvey@gmail.com. The newsletter depends on your contributions!

Editorial

As always, thank you to the contributors who have
provided articles for this issuBlease help future issues
by providing articles, short or longer, on interesting
discoveries and observations.

We now have 1,039,621 spider records in total in
MapMate. About 424,400 have at least some-tsiged
phase 2 habitat information. A backlog of Excel data in
very userunfriendly format remains to be dealt with.

As you will see from articles in this SRS News, we
have recently had a number of exciting and unexpected
discoveries. There will certainly be many more still to be

made when undertaking spider recording, so please get

out there and help your Area Organisers improve

coverage of their area, but seek help and guidance to

make sure your records are correctly identified and
scientifically sound. In many cases this may require
voucher specimens to be available.

Two new Area Organisers
| am delighted to announce two new Area Organisers.

Richard Pearce has taken on the role of Area Organiser

for Northamptonshire (VC32). His contact details are Dr
Richard J. Pearce (Arachnologist), Lecturer in Animal
Ecology, Moreton Morrell College, Part of WCG,
Moreton Morrell, Warwickshire CV35 9BL; email:
rpearce@warwickshire.ac.uk

Richard writes that the reception staff are aware that
when he receives specimens in the post with the word

‘arachnologist' on, they ensure these are treated with care

and that he is informed ASAP. Please liaise with Richard
about submitting records for VC32 and any spiders
requiring identification or confirmation.

Richard Burkmar takes over as Area Organiser for VC58
(Cheshire), VC59 (Lancashire South) and VC60
(Lancashire West). Many thanks to are due to Chris
Felton for his past work as AO for Lancashire South.
Richard introduces himself below:

This is by way of an introduction to myself as the new

Jenifer Newton, a wonderful naturalist with an infectious
enthusiasm. It was a great blow to spider recording in the
North West when she passed away. | have also been
encouraged and helped by Chris Felton at Liverpool
Museum.

Between 2009 and 2013 | worked at the Local
Environmental Record Centre for North Merseyside,
Merseyside BioBank, managing it from 2010. For the last
five years | have managed a project called "Tomorrow's
Biodiversity" for the FSC in Shropshire. As part of that
project | have worked with Nigel Caitéoneysett (area
organiser for Shropshire) to develop and deliver a suite of
spider and harvestman ID courses ranging from
engagement, through field ID to microscopic ID.

The project | currently work on for the FSC concludes
at the start of 2018 and it is my intention to work in the
North West thereafter. | have wanted to make a greater
voluntary contribution to the biological recording
community for some time and taking on the role of area
organiser for Cheshire and Lancashire is part of my plan
to do that. | see two main aspects to the role of area
organiser: 1) collating and verifying records to facilitate
record flow between local recorders and the National
Recorder; 2) encouraging, mentoring and training local
recorders.

If you record spiders and/or harvestmen in Cheshire or
Lancashire, please get in toued would love to hear
from you. | hope that in the coming years we can build a
vibrant community of spider recorders in Cheshire and
Lancashire. You can email me at
rich.burkmar@gmail.com or write to 40 OIld Vicarage
Road, Horwich, Bolton. BL6 6QT.

Discovery of Thanatus formicinus(Clerck,
1757) in Clumber Park, a first for
Nottinghamshire and the first time the spider
has been seen in the UK for 48 years

by Lucy Stockton

On a sunny September morning, Trevor Harris and | were
searching for spiders in Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire

area organiser for the Cheshire (VC58) and Lancashire when we came across a rare and exciting find. Clumber is

(VC59 & VC60). I've been recording spiders since 2006
when | undertook my ‘initial training' with Paul Lee on a
couple of Field Studies Council (FSC) residential
courses. In the intervening period I've done most of my
recording in the vice counties of South Lancashire, where
I live, and Shropshire, where I've worked for the last five
years.

In the early years of my recording in Lancashire | was

a grade 1 listed country park, created by the Dukes of
Newcastle and was historically part of Sherwood Forest.
The park is a mosaic of broadleaved woodland,
heathland, acid grassland, coniferous plantations and
arable farmland with a lake in the centre.

As part of the ecological monitoring at the park, we
happened to be searching at the right time and place to

lucky enough to have been encouraged and mentored by find our rare spiderThanatus formicinusWe were
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former Sussex sites. Peter Merrett in the 1991 Red Data
Book (Bratton, 1991) on invertebrates other than insects
states that the spider occurs in boggy areas with
Sphagnum tall Molinia caeruleaand matureCalluna
vulgaris and Erica tetralix Peter Merrett (who was the
last person to find the spider in 1969) expands on this to
say the two Ashdown sites were both quite wet, with
Molinia and Sphagnum Legsworth had very old tall
heather and scattered trees nearby (birch and pine), but
Duddleswell was more open and exposed, some way
from trees (pers. comm. to P. Harvey).

At the time we did not know the weight of this
discovery, as our ID book had been vague about its
distribution, stating only: widespread in Europe. We were
puzzled by this vague description and were not sure what
it meant about its distribution in the UK. Upon further
investigation we discovered that our spider had been
recorded in three sites in the very south of England, but
not since 1969! The spider is nationally rare and
classified as Critically Endangered (Possibly Extinct) in
the UK in the latest national status review.

Further research is needed to see if this spider is
living anywhere else in the local area and to find out
more about its population.
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finding little that morning with sweep netting over the  Spiders of Europe websitgtps://araneae.unibe.ch/

grassheath so decided to go searching in the base of the  data/427

heather Calluna vulgarig. The spider ran away from me SRS websitdattp://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/
twice but with persistence and some luck | caught it; at Summary/s/Thanatus+formicinus

the time | had no idea that it would turn out to be such a
rare find. Upon closer inspection our spider had a
conspicuous cardiac mark, a black diamond shape, edged
with white. While Trevor was searching through the 1D
book | could see his face had a puzzled, serious look.
This was something new, something different. We found

the identity of the spider and were confident thatitWwas  The rediscovery ofNigma flavescenin

Figures 1 & 2 Thanatus formicinugemale from
Clumber Park. Photographs © Lucy Stockton

83 Graham Way, Cotford St. Luke, Taunton, Somerset, TA4
1JG; emailiucystockton6@gmail.com

formicinusdue to its distinctive markings. Britain
A quick subsequent search that afternoon in the same
area revealed two more individuals of theformicinus by Tony RusselSmith

species, so now we know that it is resident up in the

Midlands. One of the spiders was sent to Peter Harvey, Nigma flavescenwas originally included on the British
who confirmed the identification. Although it appeared to list of spiders on the basis of two males and one female
be an adult female there were some differences in the collected in Gibside, Co. Durham in 1909 (Jackson,
epigyne to the figure in Roberts (1996) and it was also 1924). Given that there was some doubt as to the true
sent on to Peter Merrett, who thinks it is definitely fully identity of these specimens and that it had never been
adult, and that Roberts' drawing was probably of either a found again in Britain, the species was subsequently
very old specimen or a continental one, which may formally removed from the revised British checklist
explain why it looked rather different. (Merrett & Murphy, 2000).

The habitat it was found was mature and building On the 24 May 2017, | visited Hothfield Common
Calluna vulgaris with moss underneath and also some LNR near Ashford, one of the few areas of heathland and
bare ground. In the wider area there are rushes and othervalley bog remaining in Kent. Beating gorse bushes
wet ground species. This may be quite similar to its produced the usual selection of theridiids and
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Judging from the photographs
(https://arachno.piwigo.com), there is some variation in
the appearance of the conductor tipNn puella but it
never has a sharply pointed process as.iflavescens

Nigmaspecies appear to be rather uncommon in Kent.
The autumn maturingl. walckenaeris most frequently
recorded but mainly across the metropolitan part of West
Kent. There are only two records fidt puellg a female
from Burnt Oak Wood, Orlestone Forest collected by
Peter Harvey in 1991 and a male collected by myself in
East Blean Woods, near Canterbury in 2006. The latter
specimen was beaten from an oak in this ancient
woodland site on the"5June. The discovery dfligma
flavescensat Hothfield prompted me to 4&xamine the
specimen from East Blean and to my surprise (and slight
embarrassment) this too turned out toNeflavescens
The occurrence of the species in two localities in East
Figure 1. Head and chelicerae of maligma flavescens Kent suggests that it might occur elsewhere in the South

Specimen from Hothfield Common LNR, Kent. The East and it would certainly be worthwhile checking any
arrow indicates the projection on the cheliceral ridge. putativeNigma pue”&pecimens in case they are actua”y

N. flavescens

Acknowledgements

| owe a special debt of gratitude to George McGavin for
taking the photanicrographs of the male oNigma
flavescens| am also most grateful to Pierre Oger for
allowing me to reproduce the photo of the palpNof
puellafrom his excellent website. Finally, my thanks as
ever go to Peter Merrett for confirming the identity of this
specimen.
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Philodromusspecies but in addition a single malgma 229,

specimen which in the field | took to bM. puella

However, later examination of the specimen under the

microscope suggested it could B¢ flavescens In 1 Bai_liffs Cottage, Doddin_gton, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 0JU;
. ; . . e-mail: mrussellsmith@btinternet.com

particular, the ridges on the anterior margin of the

chelicerae had a small projection on the inner side which

is entirely absent i. puella(See Fig. 1 and Locket &

Millidge Vol. 1, Fig. 27C). Accordingly, | sent the

specimen to Peter Merrett who kindly confirmed the

identification.
The male palps dligma puellaandN. flavescensre

very similar, especially when viewed retaierally

(compare for example Figs. 15a and 15b in Roberts,

1985). In ventral view, the difference between them is

somewhat more apparent, and in particular the shape of

the tip of the conductor is clearly dissimilar (Fig. 2). In

Nigma puella this structure is more or less oval in shape

while in N. flavescenshe shape somewhat resembles a

birds head with a pointed fibeako directed posteriorly
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The buzzing spiderAnyphaena sabind..
Koch, new to Essex

by Peter Harvey

Buzzing spiders have 2 pairs of distinctive dark brown
markings on their pale brown abdomen. They hunt by =
running down their prey on trees and bushes. The buzzing|
name comes from the way the males vibrate their
abdomen against the surface of leaves in order to attract®
females.

Until 2012 the only species known in this country
was the widespread and commAnyphaena accentuata
and identification was a simple matter. However this is
no longer the casényphaena sabinavas first found in
Britain as a single female in poor condition collected by
Edward Milner at Mile End Park (Middlesex) in 2011
using pitfall trapping (Milner, 2012). The current author ~References
provisionally identified the spider and this identification  Milner, E. 2012. S.R.S. News. No. 72.Niewsl. Br.
was confirmed by Dr Peter Merrett and John Murphy. arachnol. Socl123 23-24.

Subsequently a single male was found in 2014 from a Wilson, R. 2015Philodromus buxandAnyphaena
Malaise trap on a green roof on the south side of the  Sabinatwo new species records for the UK. S.R.S.

River Thames near the Millenium Dome on the News. No. 81. IlNewsl. Br. arachnol. Sot32 17-19.
Greenwich Peninsula and identified by Richard Wilson

(Wilson, 2915), and in 2015 _a male was found in the 32 Lodge Lane, Grays, Essex RM16 2YP. Email:

Natural History Museum Wildlife Garden by Tom  grayspeterharvey@gmail.com

Thomas, both confirmed by the author. This year the

author found two femal@&nyphaena sabinéPlate 1) on

25 May at the Waterworks Nature Reserve in the Lee

\(alley where they were beaten off. scrub. These are .the The buzzing spiderAnyphaena numida

f|r_st r_ecords_ for Essex. It seems I|!<ely that the species Simon, new to Britain

will increasingly spread more widely in soeghst

England and already the author has confirmed another py peter Harvey

female collected by Edward Milner on 01 June 2017 on

the Middlesex side of the River Lea at Springfield Park. ~ The author collected thre&nyphaenandividuals on 07
Unfortunately although the genus is one of the easiest September 2017 at two adjacent sites in the Lee Valley,
spiders to identify in the field, even as juveniles, species Middlesex Filter Beds Nature Reserve in Middlesex and
identification will now require confirmation of an adult =~ Waterworks Nature Reserve on the Essex side of the
under a microscope, since the appearance is very similar River Lee, which all turned out to be the buzzing spider
to pale individuals ofAnyphaena accentuataa spider Anyphaena numidajew to Britain. Anyphaena numides
found in similar habitats and which is extremely variable known from Portugal, Spain, France and Algeria. Simon
in colour and depth of pattern, from pale individuals to (1929) in Les Arachnides de Francg¢p.960) gives
very dark. The situation is also now even more Pyrennee©rientales and states it is a common species in
complicated by the author's discovery of a third species Algeria. _

A. numidain September 2017 in the Lee Valley. The Earlier in the year | had foundnyphaena sabina

sabina specimens the author has seen to date seem tofemales at the Essex site, as well as the ugual
suggest it is like pale individuals oA. accentuata accentuataat both sites, but this time | collected two very

T Lo pale Anyphaenafrom the Middlesex site by beating
although the range of variation in Britain is yet to be scrub/hazel and thought they were probahlysabina
The male was subadult and the female looked with a lens
as though it probably had an adult epigyne. By the time |
. . had driven home the subadult male had already matured
The author is very grateful indeed to Peter Merrett for in the tube! The following morning the female had also
providing his excellent figures of thnyphaena sabina 4 ited so it had evidently been submature, not mature
epigyne and palp (Figs-3 at end ofA. numidaarticle) as | had thought at the time. They were obviouslyAot
and to Rowley Snazell for providing these electronically. sabing and from the Spiders of Europe website they were
He is also grateful to the Lee Valley Regional Park clearly Anyphaena numidasee Plates 1 & 2), an
Authority for commissioning the survey at the jdentification Dr Peter Merrett has confirmed. A juvenile
Waterworks Nature Reserve and Middlesex Filter Beds female from the Essex site matured on 15 September
and for permission to publish this note. 2017.

Plate 1 Adult female buzzing spidé&nyphaena sabina
new to Essex. Photograph © Peter Harvey

confirmed. The third speciés numidais also pale.

Acknowledgements
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Plate 1 Anyphaena numidmale from Lee Valley. Photograph © Peter Harvey

It is possible the species has established from
introduction with Olympic Park landscape plantings
further south in the Lee Valley, but it an be expected to

spread and start appearing elsewhere in the region.

Indeed Mick Massie has already found it at the end of
October in west London at Gunnersbury Triangle (see
following article). Uronest al. (1995) show a phenology

Identification will require confirmation of an adult
under a microscope, since the overall appearance is
similar toA. sabinaand pale examples of the widespread
and common Anyphaena accentuataan extremely
variable spider in colour and depth of pattern. All three
species are found in similar habitats.

chart that suggests September as the main month for Acknowledgements

mature males (in the Iberian peninsula), and this adult

The author is very grateful indeed to Peter Merrett for

season is borne out in this country by these collections in providing his excellent figures of the epigyne and palp

the Lee Valley. Autumn is a very unusual time to expect
other Anyphaenaspecies to be adult in Britain, so we
should now definitely be looking foknyphaena numida
at this time of year.

Plate 2 Anyphaena numidgemale from Lee Valley.
Photograph © Peter Harvey

for the Lee valleyAnyphaena numidapecimens overleaf
(Figs. 46) and to Rowley Snazell for providing these
electronically. He is also grateful to the Lee Valley
Regional Park Authority for commissioning the survey at
the Waterworks Nature Reserve and Middlesex Filter
Beds and for permission to publish this note.
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Figures 1-3. Anyphaena sabind Male left palpal bulb, ventra Male left palp, retrolateraB Epigyne, ventral, hairs omitted.
Figures 46. Anyphaena numidd Male left palp, retrolateraj Male left palpal bulb, ventra§ Epigyne, ventral, hairs omitted.
Scalelines = 0.2 mm. Figures © Peter Merrett

The buzzing spiderAnyphaena numida is a lively and informal arena with some knowledgeable
Simon - a new record for Britain British and Continental European arachnologists as

members. It was clear from the photograph that | posted
by Mick Massie that the pedipalps were néinyphaena accentuatar A.

sabina as they clearly lacked the brush of pedipalp

| made a visit to Gunnersbury Triangle on 28 October stridulating hairs of these species, but no definite
2017, a small Chiswick nature reserve managed by conclusion was offered. At this point | was excitedly
London Wildlife Trust. | have made observations here anticipating a possible first for Britain.
over the years as it is in the same TQ2078 square as my | then sent a photograph to Edward Milner and to
house. The site gets the name from the triangular shape Peter Harvey to ask their opinions, and got an immediate
created by the railway lines and roads that form its response from Peter telling me of his findAfyphaena
boundaries. It is mainly closed canopy secondary numida in the Lee Valley a month earlier. Peter
woodland, some wet woodland, a few small meadows subsequently confirmed my specimen. | thought to go
and is generally very dark with bramble, ivy, yew and back to try to find a female, and was rewarded by finding
holly below some tall birches and willows and a few some on what | think is the oniQuercus ilexin the
other deciduous trees. reserve, right next to the District Line, and others on
Anyphaena accentuata a very familiar species from nearby ivy.
trees and shrubs in West London, and at this time of year It occurred to me that the railway lines that bound the
just about every beating tray yielded juveniles of this reserve, one going east to Upminster and the other east to
species here. | had hoped to fikhyphaena sabina Stratford and beyond, could possibly provide a transport
which | haven't seen yet, so when | saw a mature male corridor for spiders and other invertebrates in trees

that | ooked a 'bit oddoé | queshangied the trainst and sheds of dhgsedipen. This
The general impression was a paleyphaendacking the could quickly link the finds in the Lee Valley to the West
crisp dark 'accentso. of London.

Unsure of what | had found, | put a photograph up on Another observation is that | am writing this report
the British Spider Identification group on Facebook. This five days after my original find astonishingly fast owing
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A~ T

Plates 1 & 2 Anyphaena numid&om Gunnersbury Triangld.op. Male.Bottom female. Photographs © Mick Massie
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Plate 3 Anyphaena numidgravid female from Gunnersbury Triangle. Photograph © Mick Massie

to social media, digital photography and the internet. The

Facebook group plays no little part in this, and while

much of the discussion is of a low level, it provides a

stimulating and refreshing way to engage with beginners

and specialists. The group is not public, so only members

see the posts t hey arenot broadcast t o t he worl d.
Facebook has many, very good special interest groups

covering just about any natural history topic, amd

recommend to everyone that they give it a try.

Of course, | would not be able to have reached such a
rapid conclusion without the brilliant and timely support
from Peter Harvey, to whom | am indebted once again.
Thank you Peter.

26 Dukes Avenue, Chiswick, W4 2AE. Plate 4 Anyphaena numidhabitat at Gunnersbury
mick.massie@gmail.com Triangle. Photograph © Mick Massie
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