www.britishspiders.org.uk

S.R.S. News. No. 77. In Newsl. Br. arachnol. Soc. 128

Spider Recording Scheme News

Autumn 2013, No. 77

Editor: Peter Harvey; srs@britishspiders.org.uk

SRS website:http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk

My thanks to those who have contributed to thigesS.R.S. News No. 78 will be published in Sp@0d4. Please send contributions
by the end of February at the latest to Peter Har32 Lodge Lane, GRAYS, Essex, RM16 2YP; e-mad@britishspiders.org.uk or
grays@peterharvey .freeserve.co.uk. The newslegezrdls on your contributions!

Editorial

As always, thank you to the contributors who have
provided articles for this issue. Please help fitissues
by providing articles, short or longer, on intefegt
discoveries and observations.

Two new records oForopsis spinimana, one from a
house in East Grinstead, Sussex and a secbadch a
house in Kensington brought into the Natural Higtor
Museum for identification, continue to indicate shi
species’ establishment in this country.

We now have 952,475 SRS records in total to date in
MapMate, 401,747 of which have SRS Phase 2 site-
related information on broad habitat and otherElated
data. All these data are uploaded and summarisettien
SRS website.

We have to date had 129,670 visits, 87,665 unique
visitors and 728,012 page views from 162 countries/
territories since the Spider and Harvestmen Reogrdi
Scheme website went live in July 2010 (see beldWw)s
has been boosted by huge peaks of people accethsing
Spider and Harvestman Recording Scheme website in
October due to the media reports about false widow
spiders, by which of course they actually m&weatoda
nobilis, the so-called ‘noble false widow’, conveniently
forgetting or not knowing that the completely hazad
Steatoda bipunctata occurs in probably just about every
house, garden or outhouse in the country.

The deluge of email enquiries, fewer than but
mirroring those being sent to our Secretary Piply@ao|

® visa

and all requiring follow up emails to obtain pictgrand
then adequate information to at least allow the
information to be recorded into the recording schem
meant that the BAS website contact email for theSSR
has been changed to a link which directs userhe GRS
website “Contact us” page. Here | have updateddha

to require these details to be submitted with theuary.
This has meant that we have at least obtainedge lar
number of records, mostly fadygiella x-notata, but also
Steatoda bipunctata, Steatoda grossa, Araneus
diadematus, Amaurobius similis and even Misumena
vatia, all thought by the enquirer to be possible ‘false
widow’ spiders. Many of these people were reallyyve
concerned about their own, their children’s andrthets
welfare because of the appalling scare-mongering
coverage being put out by the media. Only a handful
queries actually involvedteatoda nohilis, and all but
two were within its existing known range. None
extended the range dramatically.

As well as the records resulting from the ‘false
widow’ episodes, we continue to receive recordsugh
the website for a number of 'easily recognisalgeces,
with recent late summer/autumn favourites beingt no
surprisingly, Araneus diadematus and Argiope
bruennichi. There is currently a total of 107 records
submitted, for 7 taxa. These records do not appedhe
maps until they are validated.
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New status review

After the failure of the national status review hagin
2002 to reach fruition, a new status review is liagress,
based on records up to 2012. The first stage okwor
this was undertaken earlier this year, and now the
intention is to complete the review by spring 2014,
funded by the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW).

Area Organiser changes

Stan Dobson has
Derbyshire VC57 after his many years of hard wark i
that role. Stan was also instrumental in collatiagd
organising electronic records for the provisiondas
and many thanks go to Stan for all the work he thase
for this and for the recording scheme over the year

If anyone can take over the role as AO for Derbgeshi
please get into contact.

RSPB Priority species of spider on RSPB
reserves 2013

by Duncan Allen

This year as part of a Heritage Lottery Fundedqmiofor
the RSPB I have been working with the reservesoggol
team based at The Lodge in Sandy to determinet#tess

of priority species of spider as outlned by thePBS
reserves priority species list on RSPB reserveasacdhe
UK. This has been a fantastic project to work od aas
yielded some great spider records. Below is a brief
summary of records of RSPB priority species as agll
other UKBAP notable a’s and b’s from RSPB reserves
2013.

Arctosa fulvolineata at Stour Estuary and Hawvergate

Island reserves
Stour Estuary 25-27" of May 2013: | concentrated my

search on the salt marshes between the two hides

(bramble creek and deep fleet) that overlook the
saltmarsh giving me a stretch of salt marsh app@m
across to search through. Two maletosa fulvolineata
were found on the reserve, both coming from a pitfa
trap set mid way up the saltmarsh just in fronttlod
bramble creek hide (TM212317); the traps had been
checked earlier that day {27 and were empty, upon
returning later just before high tide the two mavesre
found, presumably moving up the saltmarsh to estiape
rising tide.

Havergate Isand 30-31% May 2013: | spent a rather
unfruitful day out searching along the salt mars tes
fringe Havergate Island on the"™@f May and it looked
to be a similar case for the S8with my searching only
turning up a few spiders mostly lycosid$aftdosa
purbeckenss & P. prativaga) Both a male and female
Sitticus inexpectus (Salticidae) were found under
glassworton the shingle ridge (TM418475). A single
female Arctosa fulvolineata was found on exposed

resigned as Area Organiser for

shingle landward side of a small rise on the skinglge
on the eastern shore of the island during a niglatrch
(TM41874756)

Figure 2. Exposed shingle where fe mafiectosa
fulvolineata was found (Havergate Island).
Photograph © Duncan Allen

Clubiona genevensisat Ramsey Island reserve

Ramsey Idand 19-21% June 2013: C genevensis was
found at three sites across the island. In total
individuals were recorded (all female). Six fe ma(ége
on eggs and one with nest of spiderlings) were foun
under stones on the scree slope on the northem dfid
Foal Fawr (SM70532265) with another four with eggs
under stones on adjacent scree slope (SM705422684),
female (with eggs) found under loose stones uphmn t
east aspect of Carnysyubor (SM70112454), and two
females (with eggs) under stones at rocky outcnopefi
-ffordd (SM70612332). Another species of note fouwmd
the exposed scree at Foel Fawr was the jumpingespid
Neon robustus. Euophrys frontalis was also recorded
from Ramsey, and whilst this is not a priority siesc
spider it is however a new record for Ramsey Island

13

Pseudeuophrys obsoleta at Pagham Harbour reserve
Pagham Harbour 24-35 July 2013: Pseudeuophrys
obsoleta one female was found out sunning itself on the
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Figure 3. Scree slope at Foal Fawr homeQiaibiona
genevensis (Ramsey Island). Photograph © Duncan Allen

Figure 4. FemaleClubiona genevensiswith eggs at Foal
Fawr (Ramsey Island). Photograph © Duncan Allen

open shingle ridge east from the sleepers (SZ875953
This is a new record for both Pagham Harbour resess
well as a new vice county record for West Susdeig t
record also shifts the distribution of this spidestward

by over one hundred km.

Sitticus inexpectus was found in good numbers right
across the reserve from the harbour spit to thgrgs.
Agraecina striata one female was found in washed up
tidal litter on the banks of the lagoon on the laad
side (SZ87479537) making this notable b speciegea n
edition to the reserves list.

5 Rockingham Walk, Beds MK410BX;
email: duncanallen78@yaho00.co.uk

Zeloteslongipes (L.Koch) in South Wiltshire
by Jonty Denton

Plaitford Common (SU2718) is a heavily grazed hesth
the northern edge of the New Forest. It is famarsitb
rare lichen assemblage which thrives in the abserice
fires (due to the short cropped turf), from wherfund
an adult female running on the surface in brightsdine
on 20.7.2012. This would appear to be the firsbrédor
Wiltshire (Martin Askins pers.comm.).

31 Thorn Lane, Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5BX makt
Jonty Denton@aol.com

Ozyptila westringi (Thorell, 1873) in Britain?
by Jonty Denton

| found an unfamiliar female spider on the operrsaish

at Exbury, South Hampshire (SZ433986) on 16.6.20009.
Peter Merrett was of the view that it was mostljike be
Ozyptila westringi, but that a male was required to be
sure. | have returned twice to the area and faumthore
individuals. However given that the epigynes were a
good match to available illustrations and the tegbit
consistent with that from which it is known in Epe
recorders are encouraged to keep a look out for the
species. It is somewhat intermediate in build betwa
large Ozyptila and a smalKysticus.

31 Thorn Lane, Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5BX mal:
JontyDenton@aol.com

Ozyptila nigrita (Thorell) & Hypsosnga
albovittata (Westring) in Middlesex.

by Jonty Denton

On 16.5.2013, | swept 2 ma® nigrita from deer grazed
acid grassland in Home Park, Hampton Court (TQ1667)
close to the Thames. The same area yielded numerous
male and femaldd.albovittata in May and June, which
also proved to be more widespread in the park. My
previous encounters wit®zyptila nigrita have been on
chalk downland on the North Downs of Surrey and tken

It has also been found on dunes, but its occurrence
acid grassland was something of a surprise. Bogseth
species appear to be new for Middlesex.

31 Thorn Lane, Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5BX malt:
Jonty Denton@aol.com
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A new Nottinghamshire spider
by Howard Williams

On 10" August this year | received an e-mail from Trevor
Pendleton who had been looking on the walls of Wogk
Priory church for the neweiobunum sp. of harvestman
he had discovered in Worksop a few years ago. He no
only found a number of these, but on looking arotimel
churchyard itself, found manyNigma walckenaeri.
Though not rare in the south or west of Englandyas
certainly a surprise to find this small beautifutherald-
green spider in north Nottinghamshire. The furthresth

it seems to have been recorded is in the Stamiea af
South Lincolnshire, some 70 to 80 miles south ofQus

quickly found high numbers of (mostly juvenile?)idgrs
in dense ivy around the base of an ash tree. Arfene

were found among the suckers densely growing at thef.

base of a mature lime tree. There are a numbdresfet in
the Priory churchyard, but | could find no mdYegma in
them nor in the ivy on boundary walls or headstones
Trevor had also found some in one lilac bush butimo
other lilacs.

Figure 1. Nigma walckenaeri female at Worksop Priory
Churchyard Aug. 2013. Photograph © Trevor Pendleton

Although most of the spiders seem to be in the tasé
ivy, there is no reason why they should not be able
spread to other similar habitats within the chuwgotly
The ivy is especially dense round this one ash, tre¢
there are plenty of suckered lime trees, boundhruls
and bushes as well as ivy-grown walls, headstomes a
hedges. The ivy (and lilac) habitat noted hereesponds
well to lan Dawson’s description of habitat in laigicle
on the spread diligma walckenaeri in the newsletter of
March 2012; and its presence in Worksop seems to
confirm the northward movement he has observed. How
long it may have been here is another matter, bt i
concentration mainly around only one or two trees
suggests perhaps not very long.

| spoke to one of the churchwardens on visitor duty
that morning and he was very interested to seetwioe
spiders | had collected in a tube, making a notehef
name and where they were found. Like many
churchyards it is regularly ‘gardened’ by a contegc

company or the council itself, and | suggested that
might have a word in a suitable ear to preventheyng
pulled off the trees and walls. As he pointed dhat
sometimes has to be done in the case of headstblees.
seemed amenable to the idea, however, and therspide
may get a mention in the parish magazine.

Figure 2. Nigma walckenaeri immature male in ivy
at Worksop Priory Churchyard Aug. 2013.
Photograph © Howard Williams

Another interesting spider turned up in the southhe
county at the Attenborough NR bioblitz in August.
Attenborough lies next to the Trent in Nottingharhe
spider, which | had not seen before, was a ra&idion
hemerobium, swept from bushes or long vegetation along
a path near water. Indeed the whole reserve isdbase
around water. This is not a new Nottinghamshireorgc

as Nick Law has three 2004 records for femalesoliad

at points along the Chesterfield Canal in the noftbthe
county; which makes the Attenborough spider & 4
county record and the first, as far as | am awarsputh
Nottinghamshire. Although on the day | found onlyeo
Theridion hemerobium, | see no reason why it should not
be present on this large reserve in fair numbetse T
habitat is entirely suitable.

References

Roberts, M.J. 199%5piders of Britain and Northern
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Dawson, |I. 2012. Dramatic spreadNifyma walckenaeri.
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131 Windsor Road, Carlton-in-Lindrick, Worksop, otS81
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Ero aphana, new to Lincolnshire
by Annette Binding

| sometimes ‘steal from spiders’ webs anything ttha
looks as if it might turn out to be an interesting
invertebrate and although many of these items duitrto
be just bits of debris some are much more intergsaind

| have in the past found several rarities in thsywSo
when | collected an apparently inanimate objectrfra
web on the outside of our electric meter box on He
August this year | was expecting it to be just deot
piece of debris. However, when | looked at it thghuhe
microscope | discovered that it was a fentale aphana, =
the same species which | collected at Clumber Park, [
Nottinghamshire on the $0June 2005. | contacted Peter
Harvey and he told me th&ro aphana is turning up in

all sorts of places including gardens, outhoused an
houses. | do not know how it came to be in my gayde
although as they are so very small and so well
camouflaged they could easily be overlooked. laialy One of these indicated a mature female, so Jemma se
did not expect to find a RDB2 species which is alew me the spider and | was able to confirdoropsis

to Lincolnshire in my litte garden which measures SPinimana, avery large female (see Fig. 3).
approximately 5 metres square.

Coincidentally on the 26th April this year | fourad
female Ero furcata under a small piece of deadwood in
my garden. Although not nearly as rareE® aphana
this is only the % record ofEro furcata for Lincolnshire.

2
ey ;S .
2] e i’ A

Figure 2. Zoropsis spinimana from East Grinstead
showing adult female. Photograph © Jemma Black

6 Willow Court, Washingborough, Lincoln LN4 1AS E-
mail: allan.binding@ntlworld.com

Zorops s spinimana, a record from West
Sussex

by Peter Harvey

In late September 2013, Jemma Black submitted@rde
on the SRS website foforopsis spinimana, from East
Grinstead, West Sussex, found on the lounge carpet
26th September. On emailing Jemma for a photogtaph
help confirm the record, | was surprised to recdiwve
photographs (Figs. 1 & 2) which did indeed confiam
Zoropsisspider.

Figure 3. Zoropsi s spinimana from East Grinstead
showing adult female epigyne. Photograph © Petevéia

Together with yet another record from a house in
Kensington on 23rd October 2013, brought into the
Natural History Museum for identification, thesel al
continue to indicate this spider's establishmentthis
country.

Figure 1. Zoropsis spinimana from East Grinstead. 32 Lodge Lane, Grays, Essex TM16 2YP
Photograph © Jemma Black
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The influence of slope and aspect on microclimatend spiders in a roadside cutting in North
Devon

by Mike Towns

In the late 1990s | regularly travelled back andhamn a new stretch of the A39 road in North Dewdmich had been
opened in July 1989. What caught my eye, and inéigme, was a relatively deep cutting on this mwaéth ran roughly
east/west so that one embankment faced north amatiier south (SS 500 290). Over several yearstéchthat the
embankment facing north was often in shade andiritewwould hold frost well into the day while tiseuth-facing slope
did not. Because this cutting was relatively nemd ¢he substrate and habitat appeared uniformissé&ngth, | thought it
would be a good site to investigate spider colditgsa Finally, in 2004, curiosity got the betteré and | decided to do a
pitfall trap survey on each embankment of the oagtti

Along with the spider trapping, | also investigatsaime microclimatic features on each embankmeritasd litter
temperature plus ambient air temperature recorden the small town of Barnstaple about 3 milesafistas | felt these
could be key determinants for the spider assemblagmorisingly, at the time of the survey | founety little information
on microclimate in relation to spiders or othergeié invertebrates. Recently, though, there seentsatve been renewed
interest in micro-ecology and microclimate: Suggitl. (2011) set out specifically to address the deafithata on micro-
scale aspect and topography, and reported thad fieesures have a considerable influence on migmnaté and should be
considered as potentially key factors in invertébrdistribution, habitat selection and survivalasegy; Scherrer and
Kérner (2010) determined that alpine micro-topod¢magan emulate elevation temperature shifts egemtalo several
hundred metres; and Benrge al. (2008) demonstrated slope and aspect as beingrtamion creating microclimatic
variation across landscapes and suggested that gpeties distribution could be influenced by terapere ‘extremes’
which were more likely on south-facing slopes.

The bedrock of the trap site is Crackington Foromhales, covered with a thin layer of topso#sumably from the
original field through which the road was cut, apath embankments had been seeded with a standardrtbent of
Transport GPS14 embankment grass mix (70% Creeggdgfescue; 15% Smooth stalked meadow grass; 10ed Ha
fescue; 5% Brown-top bent (DCC, 2004)). Apart fro@gular grass-cutting at the roadside edge anddimeval of a
couple of isolated gorse bushes in 2003, the emibanks had been unmanaged since seeding. The samirig-f
embankment has a slope of approximately 27° andand-facing embankment approximately 36° (seetgdraphs. 1 &
2).

Method

The survey was carried out from early May to eddyy using five pitfall traps filled with a 4% saian of formaldehyde,
one metre apart, on the horizontal midline of eslolpe. Traps were emptied weekly. Temperatures taden 2 or 3 days
apart, at around 2.00 p.m. A thermocouple thermemeith an external probe was used for the litted,&or the soil, a
standard penetration thermometer was used (reatbBpth approximately 4 inches, just above the uwiherlbedrock).

For the litter, three separate temperature readigsg the trap line of each embankment were takereach visit and
averaged.

Results

The immediate discovery was that the grass swardeach embankment was radically different. The sfating
embankment was dominated by tall-growing false grass Arrenathrum elatius), had an open sward with hardly any
presence of grasses from the orignal seed mix,alfider depth of about 3 inches. The north-facergbankment, by
contrast, had a thick, mixed sward of shorter rfinight-knit grasses with an abundance of theinaigred fescueHestuca
rubra) still present: litter depth here averaged 6 ischegth a deep, dense, spreading moss bed ‘undgrstoross the
whole embankment. So, in just 15 years there hat laeradical shift in the vegetation on the soattifig embankment
from the original seeding, and a rich moss beddectloped on the north-facing slope: would thided#nce be reflected
in the spider populations fromthe embankments?

Thirty-four species in total were collected fromb@mbankments (Tables 1 and 4), with more spqmiesent on the
south-facing embankment than the north-facing drable 1). The number of ‘unique’ species was alsater on the
south-facing embankment. Consistently more spiderg trapped on the south-facing e mbankment co rdgaréhe north
-facing site, apart from the week ending 25 Junemwkery heavy rain throughout the week floodedtedl traps and
reduced the catch (Table 2).

Table 1. Species numbers and unique species for
south-facing and north-facing embankments.

Total no. of No. of No. of uniaue
species |No. of specie|No. of speciel unigue : niq
: ; . species
north/south | south-facing| north-facing species :
- north-facing
south-facing
34 30 19 14 4
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Photograph 1 North embankment (south-facing), June 2004. Healgealder, ash, oak, sycamore, hazel, gorse anyd ve
small copse behind. Survey area width 27m metfepe27°. Photograph © Mike Towns

maple, hazel, willow; set-asidéddfie
behind. Survey area width 35 metres; slope 36°tdiraph © Mike Towns
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Table 2. Species trapped per week for
south-facing and north-facing embankments.

9 May
5 16 May
24 May
30 May
6 June
13 Juni
20 Jun
25 Juni
4 July

No. spiders south-
i 13
facing
No. spiders north-facing 7 8 17 16 21 19 30 7 1

34 50 41 34 37 5 20

o

A longer recording period would undoubtedly havenad up more species but, unfortunately, in theseéaveek of July
the trunk road maintenance unit cut all the embamision this stretch of road with a new all-teryaithe-on grass cutter.
Both verges were literally ‘scalped’ down to thedoil, with a lot of skid damage from the ride-oower, and most of
the pitfall jars were broken. The north-facing emkment was particularly hard hit, with the remowéthe entire moss
bed along with the grass litter. At that point laabloned the survey. Shortly after this cut, roaglsighintenance was
passed to the local council, who ceased cuttigad thinking that perhaps it was time for anothewvey, especially as |
had observed that over the years since the cutdbetation had changed but, ironically, just asa$vinishing this note,
the verge was cut again!

Microclimate
The microclimate data — twenty-one measuremensoiflitter and local air te mperature over nineeks — was collected

over too short a period and is too limited to allfuly comparison or speculation about the influemcespider distribution
or habitat selection, but it is interesting nevelktbs from the point of view of exploring the miclismatic conditions
spiders would face in early summer.

Soil temperature: The rise in soil temperature as the spring weaatteemed was quite marked, and an ‘equilibrium
temperature range for each embankment was soorlished (Figure 1). The temperature on the soutinfp
embankment was consistently higher than the natin§ and had a range of 16°C compared to 13°@Gemadrth-facing
embankment. The south-facing soil temperatures ailsderwent considerable fluctuation, reaching higtis22°C
compared to a maximum of 16°C on the north-facimpa&nkment (Table 3). On the north-facing embankmente
‘equilibrium’ was established, soil te mperaturemagned relatively stable for most of the sampldquk(Figure 1).

I'ig. 1: Soil temperatures from South-facing
and North-facing cmbanliments

280
200 .
. \AY N/
LIK]
5 150
B
3 OO0
= 18040 w
LIk}
l_
5.0 !
0.0

s 50| born perature south-facing  sssesboi] temperature north-facing

Litter temperature: As with soil, temperatures in the litter on theuth-facing embankment were consistently highentha
on the north-facing embankment: range 15°C co mptre3i8°C, and maximum temperatures of 31.8°C cosapto 21°C
(Table 3). However, unlike those for solil, the fluations in temperatures on both embankments raanidem to some
extent, albeit with smaller fluctuations on thethefiacing embankment (Figure 2).
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Iig. 2: Average litter temperatures South-facing
and North-facing cmbanliments
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Table 3. Soil and litter temperatures: average, maximu m,immrm
and range for south-facing and north-facing e mbaarkm

Soil temperatures Litter temperatures
South-facing North-facing South-facing North-facing
Average 16.8 12.7 22.9 16.8
Maximum 22.0 16.0 31.8 21.0
Minimum 6.0 3.0 16.8 12.2
Range 16.0 13.0 15.0 8.8

Can any conclusions be drawn from the microclindgta? Using a running average on air temperatuBaatstaple, the
correlation with soil temperature on the north{#fgcembankment was 0.96: a very close match (Ipisriect score). The
litter/air temperature correlation on this embanktpéowever, was only 0.64, so factors other thiateanperature were
affecting the litter. On the south-facing embankmemwil te mperature similarly correlated well witlnning average air
temperature (0.86), but the correlation for airhwlitter was poor (0.36), suggesting that somethatiger than air
temperature was affecting some of the fluctuatiornsoil temperature, as well as strongly affectihg temperatures
recorded for the litter.

During the period of the survey, the north-facingbankment received direct sunlight for a shortaiogeof the day
than the south-facing embankment, and the impathisfsunlight was reduced by the angle of theesldfonversely, the
south-facing embankment received sunlight for matthe day and the angle of the slope increaseduimés impact. It
seems reasonable to assume that the amount amdjthtref sunlight is responsible for the differendestween the
embankments, first in explaining litter temperatfitectuations and, second, by pushing heat intosthieon the south-
facing embankment and causing wider fluctuationseimperature compared to the north-facing embanknieis also,
presumably, determining soil moisture regimes adralrésultant patterns in vegetation on the embantsnarrenathrum
elatius, for example, is a drought-tolerant species thag wbviously doing well on the south-facing embaakinmhaving
invaded and outcompeted the species in orignal sgedwhile on the shadier, moister north-facingbamkment moss
was abundant: the Benrgeal. (2008) survey showed moss to be more abundanbrh+acing slopes.

So, what does it all mean for spiders?

Species that require a ‘steady-state’, humid, nmiakitat without too much variation in conditions wie be at home on
the north-facing embankment. But on the south-fap@mbankment the inhabitants would need to be adamriously to
surviving occasional very high temperatures; or ieolenough to escape temporarily unfavourable d@rd by
retreating to micro-niches or suitable adjoinindit; or very sedentary but able to find suitatnlero-niches within the
habitat.

Most of the species on both embankments are fa@iyolic in habitat requirement, although four spgcZelotes
latreillei, Trachyzelotes pedestris, Micaria pulicaria and Micrargus subaequalis on the south-facing embankment
probably demonstrate a preference for the warmgat dnd more open litter habitat, aRdrdosa nigriceps might have
favoured the taller vegetation here over the slki@mse turf of the north-facing slope.
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On the north-facing slopéjypoma cornutum is an interesting record. It is very sparsely rded in North Devon and
the SRS habitat data shows it tends to favour varatiland landscapes with scattered trees, but & @ occur in
grassland, verges and hedges: the nearest sitedrexdhis one s also in grasslandismodicus bifrons is similarly
sparsely recorded in North Devon, and SRS data steowaffinity for grassland, wetlands and scrubtteodeep grass/
moss litter layer here may have suited this species

While the south-facing slope had more speciescétieh was numerically dominated Bgcadicnemis pumila sl. and
Meioneta saxatilis, which made up 36% and 30% of the total catcipeetively (at the time of the survey | was unaware
of the definitive separation qgfumila andjuncea). On the north-facing slop&ocadicnemis pumila sl. and Meioneta
saxatiliswere still dominant species, but made up a smaheportion of the total catch — 23% and 13% resipely, with
Monocephalus fuscipes making up a further 12% of the total. The ‘top¥galominance of just two species on the south-
facing embankment might be a reflection of the harsmicroclimatic conditions there, yet those sameditions could
also favour a greater diversity of species in senallimbers, each seeking out a particular habitaen

Summary

This short survey revealed that physical aspect caate marked differences in both habitat strectand spider
assemblages. It would have been useful to have Blglerto continue this survey through to the winbert nevertheless,
sufficient data were collected on microclimate Enmnstrate that there can be wide variation of ezaipire in localised
small-scale habitats that can have considerableeinée on spider populations. When collecting apping it might be
worth noting aspect or other distinctive micro-gcadpographical features of the habitat, becaug@feant small-scale or
micro exploitation within habitats is probably aftem overlooked but important determinant of spidistribution.

Table 4: Species list

South-facing North-facing
Neottiura bimaculatum 2 5
Enoplognatha ovata 1
Robertuslividus 4 1
Wal ckenaeria acuminata 1 1
Dicymbiumtibiale 2
Dismodicusbifrons 1
Hypomma cornutum 2
Pocadicnemispumila sl. 90 32
Oedothorax fuscus 2
Cnephal ocotes obscurus 4
Monocephalus fuscipes 5 17
Gongylidiellumvivum
Micrargus subaegualis 15
Meioneta saxatilis 76 18
Saaristoa abnormis 2 2
Diplostyla concolor 3 12
Lepthyphantestenuis 2 7
Lepthyphantes flavipes 1
Lepthyphantes ericaeus 7 11
Lepthyphantes pallidus 4

Neriene clathrata 1

Pardosa palustris 1 2
Pardosa pullata 3 11
Pardosa prativaga 2 4
Pardosa nigriceps 4

Alopecosa pulverulenta 9 4
Clubiona reclusa 1 2
Zeloteslatreillei 2

Trachyzel otes pedestris 1

Micaria pulicaria 2

Zora spinimana 1
Xysticus cristatus 1

Euophrysfrontalis 4

Pisaura mirabilis x "

(females guarding tents)
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My thanks to Peter Harvey for reviewing and comnrenon the manuscript.

66 Lynhurst Avenue, BARNSTAPLE EX31 2HY

Harvestmen Recording Scheme update —
November 2013

by Peter Nicholson, Harvestmen Scheme Organiser

The peak of the recording season has now past hopd
you all had a good season. | have had plenty efrést
from new recorders who | hope at some point may
become members of BAS. Please let me have your
records in due course.

The Opal funded project to aid in the translatidn o
the Dutch book ‘De Nederlandse hooiwagens
(Opiliones)’ by Hay Wijnhoven, has progressed weH.
part of this funding our Dutch colleagues have e=tied
some specimens for illustration purposes of species
which do not occur there and are rare here or arg v
localised in their distribution. They requirdNelima
gothica, Pardligolophus meadii, Sabacon viscayanum
ramblaianum and Nemastonella bacillifera. We have in
part supplied the above, but suggestions or offerse
will be happily accepted. It is important that the
specimens should be of UK origin and in good coowlit
to enable accurate illustrations to be made. iiteisessary
we supply these items as soon as possible.

Mike Davidson has been noticing changes on his
patch, withOpilio parietinus in Inverness outside the Co-
op, this being the most northerly record in theording
scheme (see Mike’s article overleaf). There wa® as
rash of Dicranopalpus ramosus records over August.
Records ranged from the Bird Fair at Rutland Waer
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, up to Glasgow. Can yaald
to this, please let me have your records.

We have been asked by our Dutch collegues whether
we have any evidence in the UK of an impactOpflio
canestrinii on other species - eg @ parietinus? Has it
turned out to be a "fierce competitor"?

From a distribution point of view we have far more
records forO. parietinus and O. saxatilis than we have
for O. canestrinii of which we have very few records. All
three are known to be widely distributed wit®.

parietinus and O. saxatilis found throughout the UK.
Opilio canestrinii is recorded from the south of England
up to the Newcastle Upon Tyne area but only reflec
recorder effort. Surprisingly there is a concetidra of
records in Essex. So | give you an extract fro neamail
from Peter Harvey in answer to the above questibictw

| feel summarises our knowledge to date.

“l come acrosscanestrini increasingly frequently in
Essex, also recently in Surrey, almost always ahes. |
actually don't see that it is likely to compete twithe
other two species, sind@ saxatilisis a ground dwelling
harvestman found in completely different kinds of
habitats, and O. parietinus is, in my experience,
exclusively synanthropic and actually always vecarse
down here in Essex, for as long as | have beengdoin
arachnids, since the late 1970s and early 80s.”

So my question is do you know if there has been any
further spread o®. canestrini or increase in abundance?
If so let me know and let me have your records.

Finally | draw your attention to an excellent reply
Rosemary Winnall of the Wyre Forest Study Group on
the finding of Sabacon viscayanum ramblaianum well
beyond its accepted distribution. This record @frthe
Wyre Forest, but it is sadly not a first for EnglarThe
first for England was taken from the Knill Wood, are
Presteigne (S0299622) in 1999 and is just in VC36
(Herefordshire) by a few 100 yards. Rosemary's k@
of real significance though, as it has moved thesjide
distribution boundary well beyond the known limit.

Best Wishes to you all for the coming New Year.

Greystone House, Castle Howard Road, Malton, North
Yorkshire YO17 7AT. Email: petenich@btinternet.com
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Recent records of “Scottish” harvestmen
by Mike Davidson

Three new locations foPlatybunus pinetorum were
found by the author around Glasgow during 2013. 16n
May 2013 2 females were found on sycamore trunks in
woodland, at the Dams to Darnley Country Park
(NS522582). On the same day 1 female was foundhen t
wall of the Burrell Collection at Pollock Countryaik
(NS555621). The next day (16/5/2013) a further
specimen was discovered on the cloister walls ef$h
Nicholas Garden, at Provands Lordship near Glasgow
Cathedral. These were all opportunistic finds andP.
pinetorum seems to be very well established in the area
and may well be the source of those recently fobpd
Stephen Foster at the ferry port of Larne (Northern
Ireland) (see SRS News No.76).

Opilio parietinus made a recent appearance
(8/10/2013) outside the Co-op store on the Telford
Industrial Estate in Inverness (NH655458). Thisités
most northerly location so far.

Meanwhile Mike Taylor has gained further evidence
of the establishment dfeiobunumtisciae. 1 female was
found on 23rd September in Roseisle Forest, Moray
(NJ10486572) and once again on what appears ttshe i
preferred habitat, the local toilet block. The laurtalso
found Dicranopal pus ramosus on a whitewashed wall in
Findhorn (NJ04056438) on $4ctober.

Figure 1. The harvestmaRlatybunus pinetorum.
Photograph © Mike Davidson

77 Mile-End Avenue, ABERDEEN AB15 5PS

A new harvestman in the Wyre Forest
Sabacon viscayanum subsp. ramblaianum
Martens, 1983

by Rosemary Winnall, Secretary Wyre Forest Study
Group, with Nicki Farmer

On 12" October 2013 the Wyre Forest Study Group, in
conjunction with the Conchological Society of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, ran a field meeting a
Hawkbatch, one of Wyre’s Forestry Commission

woodlands. Although this ancient, semi-natural wiand
is located in modern Worcestershire just north of
Bewd ey, the vice county is actually VC 39 Staffeinite.

The event was titled "Slugs and Land Caddis" aad w
aimed to increase our knowledge about the distiolut
within Wyre of the Lemon SlugMalacolimax tendlus
and the Land Cadd&noicyla pusilla, the male of which
is on the wing at this time of the year. 15 papt@aits
attended and we had experts with us in mycology,
Hy menoptera, Diptera, Coleoptera and Orthoptenaeds
as molluscs, so we were recording fungi and several
different groups of invertebrates as we moved sfowl
through the trees in this mixed woodland.

| started identifying and recording harvestmen dt®u
years ago and one of our participants Nicki Farkiedly
brought me specimens during our walk. Some | could
identify with a hand lens and others | collected &
closer look under the microscope. As soon as | gasv
individual, | knew it was a special find, but didtrrealise
at the time just how restricted its distribution swdts
body was about 4mm long, but it was the large and
unusual pedipalps that were immediately conspicuous
They were longer than the body, swollen, and cayére
many spines and hairs. They give the harvestmathar
front-heavy appearance and make the identification
unmistakable (see Figs. 1, 4-8).

Figure 1. The harvestmaBabacon viscayanumsubsp.
ramblaianum. Photograph © Rosemary Winnall

The habitat at GR SO765776 in which this female
Sabacon viscayanumsubsp ramblaianumwas discovered

is a narrow belt of oak/birch/holly trees along Hige of

a forestry track on the edge of a conifer plantataf
mature Western HemlockTsuga heterophylla and
Douglas FirPseudotsuga menziesii (see Figs. 2 & 3).
Conifers had been removed from this 20m strip durin
the winter of 2011/12. As a result there are a@fagpen
ground, mossy conifer stumps and leaf litter. Sptamts

of disturbed soil such as foxglovigitalis purpurea,
common hemp-nettl&aleopsis tetrahit and wood avens
Geum urbanum have seeded in, and hemlock saplings
proliferate in some places. Soft rushuncus effusus
indicates the presence of a few damp areas aloag th
extraction route, and on less disturbed groundetlzee
occasional patches of bilbergaccinum myrtillus, wood
melick Melica uniflora and creeping soft-graddolcus
mollis, with brambleRubus fruticosus agg and bracken
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Figure 3. Sabacon habitat, Hawkbatch, Wyre Forest. Photograph © RasgWinnall
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Pteridiumaquilinumgrowing alongside the forest track.
When Nicki found this harvestman it was sitting on

some low-growing vegetation, although we could not B

relocate the exact spot to collect more precisaildet
Whether we had disturbed it from the leaf litter \as
walked through or not, we do not know.

Figure 4-5. The harvestmaBabacon viscayanumsubsp.
ramblaianum. Photographs © Rosemary Winnall

in Great Britain in
Gower,

This species was first found
September 1980 in woodland at Parkmill,

Glamorgan (Abbot, 1981). By 1999 it had been found
in South Wales, including one near

from 22 sites
Presteigne that is actually just across the bom&r
England (Hillyard, 1999). So the Wyre Forest recard
not the first English record! There is some dis@uss
about whether this species is native to the UK or a
introduction. Although some of the sites are cldse
industrial workings, it has also been found in d&mp
woodland, which is its usual habitat elsewhere t& i
range.

I remember there was some felling work in

Figure 6-8. The harvestmaBabacon viscayanumsubsp.
ramblaianum. Photographs © Rosemary Winnall
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Hawkbatch a few years ago when the Forestry

Commission’s warning signs were in both Welsh and

English, which provided some comment from the Iscal
at the time. With the movements of forestry velsicdéand
contractors, could this
introduced in the soil on a forest vehicle? Or itdmeen
here all the time? We must look at more sites actbe
Wyre Forest and see if we can find it in more reamot
locations!

Willow Bank, Bliss Gate Road, Callow Hill, Nr. Bevey,
Worcs. DY14 9XT; emailstudygroup @wyreforest.net
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