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1. Editorial.
1.1, Intr tion.

in my letter of the 17th. October, addressed to aii Recorders and Area Organisers, |
paid tribute to Clifford Smith for the enormous amount of work he had done for the SRS
during his years at the helm. Not least among the tasks he had undertaken was the production
of a regular Newsletter and during the years since 1987 he edited seventeen of them. No
mean achievement, as | began to appreciate in earnest when | picked up my pen just before
Christmas last year to compile my first issue. In the event | had little doubt about what |
needed to include. | decided that | should briefly summarise what had been achieved since
1987 and then look to the future and identify the key issues for the coming months and years
leading up to publication of the provisional distribution maps. | had earlier decided to
include the names and addresses of all the Recorders and Area Organisers in this issue so that
| could be informed of errors and ommissions and thus ensure that my records were cofrect.
All this has left space for only one truly arachnological note, by Tony White, on his

recording of Zygiella stroemi in Northamptonshire.
1.2. Present Status.

When | took over from Clifford in the middie of last year we calculated that 13,641
RA65s had been received, and another 800 had arrived by year-end. The number of records
per card varies enormously, but guessing at an average of five then we have accumulated
some 70,000+ records, on cards, since 1987. In addition | know that there are many
thousands of records, probably as many as 10,000, stored by Recorders and Area
Organisers on computer media and which have not been transferred to cards. Then we have
mariy more thousands on fists from Museums and other individuals. So, we now have a very
large database indeed. it would be interesting to know how well this compares with the
number of records accumulated by other recording schemes at a similar stage in their
progress, but unfortunately | don’t have comparable data. | do believe the comparison would
be favourable.

1.3. Looking Ahead.

Needless to say there are some issues which need attention and problems to be
overcome. As I said in my letter of the 17th. October we hope, this year, to approach the
JNCC and ITE for the funding necessary to publish the provisional maps in 1997. A number
of factors affect the allocation of funds, and the timetable for publication. Two of the most
important are, firstly, adequate coverage of the country and, secondly, the quality of the
data. In connection with the former it has to be said that coverage is patchy. Currently we
have 11 vice-counties, out of a total of 112, without Area Organisers [AO’s] (see the
appended fist), and at the other extreme there are several AO's in Scotland stretched beyond



the limit with responsibility for up to 9 vice-counties (also identified on the appended
list). Regrettably, there are also a number of vice-counties with AQ's for which,
nevertheless, the amount of recording, as judged by the number of cards received, has been
very small. So, competent Recorders and AO's are urgently needed to fill these gaps and also
to ease the load on the overloaded. The organisation of field days, weekend or week-long
meetings would help deal with the under-recorded areas, and | would be delighted to hear
from anyone willing to organise such events. In connection with the reliability of the data it
1s important that the identification of puzzling, critical, or rare species, is checked and
confirmed so that mis-identifications do not get into the database. Clifford emphasised this
point a number of times and | want to reinforce it. Some errors will no doubt be revealed
when the provisional maps are published but others may not and so Recorders and AO’s have
an important responsibility here.

Computing will, hopefully, feature strongly in the next issue of the Newsletter (No:
19) and so, for the moment, just a quick comment. A number of Recorders and AQ'’s are
already using computers to store records, produce maps etc, and this number will
undoubtedly increase during the coming years. The BAS, in acknowledging the difficuities of
its members in finding their way through the computing maze, and particularly in choosing
appropriate software, asked John Crocker to chair a small group charged with making
recommendations. As a result a programme called SPIREC, originally written by Stan
Dobson, has been further developed in collaboration with John Crocker, demonstrated at the
Biological Records Centre (BRC), and is now recommended by the Society for PC-users. Stan
Dobson has agreed to write an article for the Newsletter on the use of this programme which
1 hope will appear in an early issue. The BRC has agreed to accept records on computer media
and so the labour of filling-in large numbers of cards is eliminated. in the meantime | need
to build up 2 more accurate picture of the number of records being stored on computes,
instead of being transferred to RA65’s or other cards. So, | would be grateful if Recorders
and Area Organisers would let me know if they are storing records in this way, with an
estimate of the number of individual records stored.

1.4, Biodiversity Challenge.

The importance of the work of the SRS was brought home to me in December, when on
behalf of the BAS, | attended the launch of the Biodiversity Chaflenge at the QE i Conference
Centre in London. The meeting was essentially a presentation of a summary of the
consultative document prepared by a group of six, major, voluntary conservation
organisations {with endorsement by a number of other societies including the BAS, the
Amateur Entomologist’s Society and the British Entomological and Natural History Society}
as a challenge to the Government to reverse the decline of the UK’s biodiversity. The report
makes the point that the maintenance of biodiversity will require a wide range of policy
decisions and actions, all of which should be based on sound information about the country’s
flora and fauna and on our understanding of the causes of plant and animal abundance and
distribution. The monitoring of invertebrates and their associated habitats was particularly
emphasised and is regarded by the conservation groups as being of high priority. it is
expected that the Government’s own UK Biodiversity National Plan will be published very
SooN.

1.5. Orford Ness.

Many of you will know that the National Trust recently bought Orford Ness from the
Ministry of Defence, and has been busy preparing a management plan. The intention is to
open the area to the public in about 2 years time. As the Ness is the next most important
shingle site after Dungeness it is important that conservation is given high-priority and
that the invertebrate interest is retained. Survey work on invertebrates is welcomed and |



am trying to organise a spider-recording weekend sometime in the period between the
middle of May and end of June. Locating suitable accommodation is the biggest problem -
which | am working on - but in the meantime | would be pleased to hear from anyone
interested in joining the group (as soon as possible please)so that | can send more details
when they are available.

1.6. Other News and Requests.

*..Regrettably Dr. Steve Hopkin has had to step down as Area Organiser for
Berkshire because of an increase in his teaching load at Reading University, and Martin
Askins has moved down to Wiltshire leaving an Area Organiser vacancCy in Surrey. | would
be pleased to hear of anyone willing and able to fill these posts or, indeed, of filling any of
our other gaps.

* .I'm pleased to welcome Doug Marriott as a new Recorder in Herts and Stuart
Corbett in Worcs. and Warwks. In the last few years Doug has done a considerable amount of
collecting in the county and added a number of new county records. Stuart has been working
on linyphiids as part of a programme of agricultural research.

*_.In Newsletter No:17 there was a short note on Weihlea calcarifera but the author
was not identified. { would be pleased to hear from him.

*..May | make a plea that when rare species are collected, i.e. those whose names do
not appear on the RA6S card, then a GEN14 rare species card is completed so that the
necessary information is properly recorded.

¢ .1 would fike to express my thanks all those members of the SRS who wrote to me
after receiving my letter of the 17th. October and, also, all those who have sent in cards in
recent months - unfortunately too many names to list here. All should have received a reply
and an acknowledgement. If | inadvertently missed anyone then | do apologise.

*_At the end of this Newsletter are two lists. Firstly, a list of names and addresses of
all Recorders and Area Organisers. Secondly, a list of the vice-county responsibilities of
the Area Organisers. Please check the entries against your name and let me know of any
errors.

*..Finally, do please let me have notes and articles suitable for future Newsletters.
Because of the inclusion of the two fsts | have had to omit one or two articles from this issue
and they will be included next time, but | would be grateful for more contributions.

2. Zygiella stroemi in Northamptonshire. (Tony White).

Writing in the BAS Newsletter (No:50) Clive Hambler expressed the belief that
Zygiella_stroemi (Thorell) is more widespread than present records would suggest. Support
for this view came whilst | was recording spiders at Mill Crook L.N.R (SP 773464) during
June ,1993. The reserve consists of traditionally managed meadowland on the floodplain of
the River Tove but does include a single large oak. | took the opportunity to examine the
deeply fissured bark of this tree and was rewarded by a male Z. stroemi and, shortly
afterwards, by a female.

The webs, situated at head height, were small and fragile-looking but otherwise not
unlike those of other Zygiella spp. Their occupants were coaxed from their retreats with the
help of a tuning fork. This finding represents a new county record for Northants (kindly
confirmed by Peter Merrett).

Although the Mill Crook site appears to be the most northerly record for this species
in England it has long been known from the Black Wood of Rannoch (Perthshire) and one
other Scottish site. There seems no obvious reason why diligent searching should not reveal
the presence of Z. stroemi in the intervening region.
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